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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission Meeting 
Meeting Minutes – April 2, 2018 

 
Note:  Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Commission. Review, correction, and approval of minutes generally 

occur at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Chair Wally Smith at 4:00 p.m. at 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway, Swanzey, NH. Committee Members Present: Chair Smith, Jane Johnson, 
Linda Hunt, Bob Goodrich, Roberta Visser and Beverly Bernard.  
 
ABSENT  
Miguel Picanco 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Jeff Littleton principal ecologist with Moosewood Ecological LLC, Town Administrator Michael Branley 
 
MINUTES 

o Minutes of March 5, 2018 were considered. Motion by Hunt to approve the Minutes of March 5, 2018. 
There was a second by Goodrich. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
PUBLIC INPUT 
The Chair asked for public input and there was none. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Lake Host Program 
Branley was present to ask the Commission for continued support of the Lake Host Program which monitors boats 
for milfoil and other invasive water species when they launch their boats at the lake. He said the Board of 
Selectmen would appreciate the support. 
 

Motion was made by Goodrich to support the Lake Host Program with donation of $1,500; second by 
Johnson, and all were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Natural Resources Inventory 
Littleton was present and there was a discussion about the contract. Branley said he would sign the contract and 
get a copy to Littleton.  
 
Littleton said he wanted to talk about the upcoming Selectmen’s meeting and a spring forum to introduce the 
idea to the public. He said the topics at the forum would be: “What are the strengths of Swanzey’s natural 
resources? What are the stressors on the resources? What are favorite places in Swanzey?” The purpose of the 
meeting is for the community to learn about the project and invite them to participate in the process.  
 
Decision was made for date of forum the evening of Monday May 14, 2018 at Whitcomb Hall at 6:00 p.m. 
Littleton said he could write up a flyer and a press release and will send to Keene Sentinel and Monadnock 
Shopper with copies to Bernard. Bernard will to email what she receives from Littleton to Hunt for Facebook. 
Others to receive an invitation to attend the event include Swanzey Lake Association, Wilson Pond Association, 
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Pilgrim Pines Conference Center, and the Ashuelot Campground. Littleton said he can break down forum into 
small groups. We will need to provide screen. Also provide an easel. He will send out a PDF of the presentation 
ahead of time. Total time will be about an hour, 6-7 pm.  
 
Selectboard presentation – should be about 15 minutes. Smith recommended that Littleton prepare the State 
requirement as part of the presentation to the Board. Bernard noted that an invitation should be extended to 
Director of Planning and Community Development Sara Carbonneau to attend the Board meeting so that she is 
made aware of the project.  
 
Ballou Workday 
Smith told the group that he has had an email from Shea Flanagan about a Ballou volunteer workday on Saturday 
May 12th from 10 am to approximately 12:30 pm. Rain date is Saturday, June 2nd, participants to meet at 
Monadnock Middle –High School at 10 am to carpool to the site. Sign up at naturegroupie.org 
 
Forester 
Branley said Forester Jeremy Turner and wife Lisa French will be in Whitcomb Hall to discuss Carpenter Home 
forested land and obtain feedback to set up a forestry plan. He said the Conservation Commission will be invited 
to be present. 
 
Robert Lotito – Subdivision application 
The members considered the application. Goodrich said there are wetlands on the properties. There was a 
discussion about possible future building on the lot. Goodrich suggested commenting that the Conservation 
Commission concern is possible future building on the lot with wetlands. 
 
Woodlots & Wildlife of Swanzey Presentation 
Discussion was held about the presentation and how well it had worked for the community. Bernard and Hunt 
both said they enjoyed the presentation. Smith said that this was a new venture for the Commission and hoped to 
do it again in the future. 
 
Scholarship Application Review 
The members reviewed the application and it was noted the applicant, Samantha Tomer, is planning to study 
Environmental Sciences at Keene State College. 
 

Motion was made by Bernard to award a $500 Conservation Commission scholarship to Samantha Tomer, 
who is planning to study Environmental Sciences at Keene State College. There was a second by Johnson, 
and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed.  

 
Johnson volunteered to make the award at the award ceremony. Goodrich will let the school know that Johnson 
will present the check at the award ceremony. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
High School Scholarship Award Application Review 
This item was tabled. 
 
Conservation Land Stewardship Monitoring 
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Smith said he has received a message that the monitoring reports have not been yet turned in and Smith will 
follow up with Picanco. 
 
Canyon Springs/Edon Tap Update 
Smith provided an update. New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (NH DES) has extended the 
application of the developer a 4th time to May 25, 2918 to address the issues raised by NH DES.  
 
Smith passed out a map created by Dan Zeh in 2008 for the Open Space Committee showing the Canyon Springs 
development as mapped out by a hike in 2008. 
 
Aquifer Protection Master Plan Status 
Smith passed out material that Bernard had determined were differences between the existing ordinance and the 
protections provided by the proposed aquifer protection ordinance. 
 
Roadside Cleanup- Discussion and Assignments 
April 21st is the date for the cleanup. Smith will be at Town Hall at 9:00 a.m. to open up and give out the bags and 
take the name of the streets that will be cleaned to give to Department of Public Works Director Lee Dunham for 
pick up later. Johnson will contact the Assistant Administrator to get sign in front on Town Hall done up with 
information about the clean-up. Goodrich will locate the clean-up signs at Pine Street.  
 
REPORTS 
189 Old Richmond Rd. – Wetlands comments 
Smith passed out a letter from the Wetlands Bureau requesting more information regarding the Standard Dredge 
and Fill application for this project. He also passed out a response letter from David Bergeron from Brickstone 
Land Use Consultants, LLC with revisions to the application which addressed the information requested. 
 
Expenditure Statement 
Smith passed out the latest statement for review. 
       
ADJOURNMENT 
There was a motion to adjourn by Johnson with a second from Goodrich. All were in favor. Adjournment occurred 
at 5:45 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 


